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MONTANA'S

MICt~EL

RAY DREAMS OF PRO POSSIBILITIES
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When Michael Ray Richardson hangs up his Grizzly basketball jersey for the final
time in 1978, his hoop career will not be ending.

Rather, it will be a new beginning. For

Michael Ray, the next step will be pro basketball .
"Basketball is my life," he says.

"It seems like I've always wanted to play pro

ball."
The 22-year-old University of Montana senior has the physical attributes, the skills
and credentials to make him a definite pro prospect.
coach Jim Brandenburg, "Mike excells all-around.
has the speed and quickness to play guard.

According to UM head basketball

He's big, 6'5" and 186 pounds, yet

He's a solid defensive ballplayer, an excellent

rebounder and has great scoring ability."
An impressive list of records and honors backs up Richardson's reputation.

In the

final game of 1976, he scored 40 points against

Montana State to tie Bob Cope's

school record for most points in a single game.

His 18 field goals scored in that same

game also set a school record.

"Sugar" Ray is currently the fifth highest career scorer

in UM history with 1,174 points.
-more-
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He has been the most valuable Grizzly and 1st team all-Big Sky Conference for the
last two seasons.

In his freshman year, Michael Ray was a starting guard anJ p1;tycJ

0n

the 21-8 Grizzly squad that lost by only three points to the eventual nat ion;tl
champion UCLA team in the NCAA Far Western Regionals.

u.s.

In 1976, he was a candiuatc for the

Olympic basketball team but was forced to withdraw from the tryout camp due to a

hamstring injury.

Last year, he was named to the all-tournament team at the Pillsbury

Classic in Minneapolis and was given honorable mention on the 1977 Converse All-American
team.
But perhaps the most dubious honor a player of Michael Ray's calibre has to contend
with is the increasing number of special defenses that opposing teams will use to stop
him.

With his ever-increasing reputation, it becomes more difficult each year for Michael

Ray to score and rebound.

However, it is a testimonial to M.R.'s ability that his

overall performance has improved steadily each year.

Last season, he finished with 19.2

points, 8.6 rebounds and 3.6 assists per game from his forward spot.
Michael Ray is returning to his old guard position this season, a move that will
help both him and the club.
with M.R. back at guard.

With good depth at forward, the team will be strengthened

He says, "I feel real good about moving to the backcourt.

I'll have the ball more and it will give me a chance to work on leading the team and
improving my defense.

I'd also like to get my scoring average up."

Coach Brandenburg feels the switch won't hurt the team and will enhance Michael
Ray's chances to make it at the pro level.
forward," he says.

"One of our main strengths is the depth at

"The pros look for guards with all-around ability but they must also

be court leaders who think the game and take responsibility."
Richardson believes it is his defensive skills that will help him the most in his
quest for pro status.

"There's six million guys that can play offense," he says, "but

not too many that can play defense."
-more-
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Brandenburg agrees, adding "It will be good for the team to have him at the point of
the ball.

He has quick feet, a large arm span and likes to be where the action is."

He says Richardson will go to the boards with every shot to bolster the Grizzlies'
rebounding game this season.
Michael Ray comes from Denver where he attended Manual High School and led the team to
a 20-1 season and a second place finish in the state AAA tournament in his senior year.
His performance was good enough to earn all-State, all-City and all-Conference honors.
At home in Denver, Michael Ray has met members of the NBA Denver Nuggets and gotten
to know the Denver coach, Larry Brown.
where his family lives.

Naturally, he would like to play ball in Denver

The Seattle Supersonics and Phoenix Suns have also shown

interest in Richardson.
If Michael Ray doesn't make it in the highly competitive NBA, he would like to go
overseas and play for a foreign team.

Basketball in Europe has become extremely popular

and profitable for talented American athletes in the last few years.
A Physical Education major at the University of Montana, Richardson is also
interested in teaching and coaching at the high school level.
But his immediate concerns are to have a successful season with the Grizzlies and
perform to his fullest potential.

With those missions accomplished, the future is

clearly defined for Michael Ray Richardson---pro basketball.
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